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SUMMIT ON AGRICULTURE & COOPERATION FOR EASTERN STATES AT KOLKATA ON 26.7.2011
A Summit on Agriculture & Cooperation for eastern States comprising Assam, Bihar, Orissa, Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and West Bengal was held at Kolkata on 26.7.2011. Principal Secretaries, Department of Agriculture & Cooperation of these States and Principal Secretary  of Department of  Agriculture. Govt of West Bengal, Registrars of State Cooperative societies, Managing Directors of State Cooperative Banks and State Cooperative Marketing Federations participated in the Summit which was organised by the Department of Agriculture & Cooperation in the Government of India jointly with National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC).  
2.  In his key note address, Shri G.C. Pati, Additional Secretary (Agriculture & Cooperation), Govt. of India informed    that India has made commendable progress in agriculture production despite constraints and ranked among the top countries of the world   in respect  of  production of    milk, wheat, rice, fruit and vegetables.  However, he emphasized immediate need for second green revolution to check spikes in food inflation. Agriculture in India needs to transit from its current production orientation to that of market driven one so as to ensure better supply response to meet the rising demand for food items.   Further, post harvest losses estimated at Rs.60,000 crores, are being incurred owing to mismatch between agriculture production and subsequent management. Therefore, the impetus on post harvest technology and management is of great importance.  This is a ‘Thrust area’ emphasized by the Hon’ble Prime Minister.

3.
Shri G.C. Pati, observed that in order to incentivize production and for ensuring stability in prices, there is need for creation of a direct supply chain from farm to the consumer.  Cooperatives help in shortening of the supply chain by-passing middlemen and traders and provide integrated quality chain for processors and exporters.  In this regard, the extensive network of six lakhs  cooperatives with membership of 25 crores provides wide-ranging reach in rural areas.  

4. Shri G.C. Pati, also expressed concern  that agriculture in the eastern region is facing several physical, technical and extension constraints.  He underlined the  need  for adoption of an integrated strategy to bring about a new green revolution in the eastern region which is the present thrust area for development of agriculture in the country.  He suggested that measures need to be taken  to  minimize post harvest losses, avoid distress sale, collect & store and maintain smooth supply and distribution of agricultural produce. He further highlighted the   schemes of  Govt of India for rapid enhancement of storage capacity in the country. 
 5. 
MD NCDC, Shri Govindan Nair, in his concluding remarks  highlighted various schemes of Govt of India  in which NCDC in association with Govt of India  is also financing  for  enhancement of storage  and cold storage capacity.   The subsidies available under different central schemes are also dovetailed with NCDC’s assistance, which the States in Eastern India should take advantage of.  NCDC also acts as accreditation agency for Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA.)  The suggestions were welcomed  by the officials of the eastern states.

6.
MD NCDC  also underlined that  employment generation can be given  impetus  through  off-farm activities for small, marginal and landless farmers. In this regard  NCDC has  introduced several new activities like Tourism, Hospitality & Transport, Electricity & Power, Rural Housing, Hospital, Health care and Education cooperatives.  These activities, if promoted, will usher in economic development in rural areas of the Eastern India, reaching the lowest strata of the society.  NCDC has also introduced a Corporate Social Responsibility Programme for small grant-in-aid interventions as a natural corollary to its aims and objectives for development of cooperatives in the country..     
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